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July 2, 2020 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports that the Neighborhood Enhancement 

Program (NEP) grant is off and running!  We currently have two projects that have received 

approval through MSHDA and will be starting soon.   One project is a new front porch on 

Chestnut, the other is a new partial roof and front porch on E. Prairie Ronde. Second 

estimates are expected as early as next week on the remaining nine projects. 

 

Planning Commission will be meeting on August 3rd, for the first time since the pandemic 

hit, to explore two different zoning requests coming from City administration.  One of the 

requests is to allow single family homes in the multi-family district.  It is common to allow 

less intensive uses and was probably an oversight when the ordinance was written.  The other 

request will be to consider narrowing the side setbacks in the R-2 residential district.  These 

are older, narrower lots in the City and most new builds require a larger footprint. 

 

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski Crews reports that 

heat-stressed trees continue to cause issues, leading to 

crews spending a lot of time again with brush pick-up, 

and resulting in several call-outs due to limbs in the 

road and/or on wires.  The worst was a large oak limb 

that fell on lines at the corner of Beckwith and Third.  

Electric and DPW crews, assisted by MEC, were able 

to systematically remove the tangled limb and branches 

from the wires.  While this required a limited outage to 

safely get through the worst, no lines were dropped; 

and, power was restored within a couple of hours.  

Related to assisting, the electric crew responded to a 

Niles Mutual Aid request to help restore power while 

the Niles crew was responding to a Mutual Aid request 

themselves, and again helping the Housing Commission 

with retrieving an inlet cover from a basin.   



Other call-outs included responding to a Sister Lakes 

lift-station outage caused by a car/pole accident, and 

a small outage this morning caused by a red squirrel 

at Lowe/High.  We also had to de-rag the N. Lowe 

lift-station, and repair a chattering relay. 

 

Crews flail mowed the Industrial Park service areas, 

and sprayed the curb pans for weeds.  They also 

applied fertilizer to the downtown beds, doing their 

best to keep plantings hydrated through the near       

drought conditions. 

 

This year’s paving prep included 

raising and/or replacing water 

boxes.  Much of the remaining 

time was spent investigating and 

addressing a sink-hole that had 

developed on M-62W near Taco 

Bell.  The storm sewer was 

televised, and found to be intact.  

We attempted to camera the 48” 

sanitary main.  Unfortunately, our 

camera was already not tall 

enough to see the whole pipe, and 

then a brief torrential downpour increased flow enough to 

require us to pull out.  However, we were able to drive past the area in question and back 

with the camera, indicating that we didn’t encounter any debris.  After packing the hole with 

hot-patch and having it sink/open two consecutive nights, we decided to cut/vac the hole to 

explore.  Fortunately and unfortunately, we did not find a cause; so, we back-filled and 

compacted in lifts, placed millings, and will monitor.  

 

Unable to source individual parts for the Villamere booster station, two new motor/pump 

combos were ordered, with a projected 3-week lead-time for delivery.  In the meantime, 

residents plan to alternate irrigation runs in hopes of not overwhelming the last motor. 

 

Razing of the former ICG building   is all 

but complete, leaving a very different view 

of the area.  And, we met with Informa 

Business Systems to review the plan to 

install a bank-style payment canister chute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Preparations have begun for the renovation of Beckwith Park.  “Sculptures Solitude" and 

"Sunflower" will be on vacation this summer. Both pieces have been removed, crated, and placed 

in storage while construction happens at the park. 

 

This is the first of many steps you'll see as crews prepare to remove the former location of Art                 

en a Suite, expand the park, and install a new design. 

The Beckwith park memorial bricks will once again weave   

a path through the park, and the sculptures will return from 

their hiatus to take in the new landscape. 

Beckwith Park will continue to be a touchstone and central 

hub for downtown. Festivals, celebrations, and community 

events will return to the park, and with new resources. 

    
 

Sincerely,  

 

Kevin Anderson,                                                               

City Manager 


